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Please forward this bulletin into your networks and to interested colleagues

1       About the Interconnections Electronic Bulletin
 

It comes from Peter Limbrick who set up Interconnections in 1995 to offer independent consultancy to statutory and voluntary services in the field of babies and children who have disabilities / special needs. Peter is also Chair of the Handsel Trust (visit www.handseltrust.org)
 
The Interconnections Electronic Bulletin is part of the Interconnections Information Services and goes free to over 10,000 people (and growing) in all parts of the UK and Ireland and then finds it way into many other networks and countries. The Interconnections electronic address list includes people from health, education and social services, the voluntary and private sectors, parent organisations, research organisations, campaign offices, etc. People who receive the bulletin are welcome to forward it to their own colleagues and networks and to use the information in their newsletters and bulletins. 
 
Information in the bulletin can include –
 
· News from other electronic networks
· News of government initiatives
· Information about forthcoming conferences, meetings and events
· Features about examples of good practice and innovative work
· Summaries of research findings

· News of new publications 
· Questions to which people are seeking answers
·  Information about small organisations and campaigns
· Newsletters from other organisations
· Articles and features       
 
How to put information into the bulletin
Please send your text electronically using MS Word giving clear information about who is submitting the information and where readers should go for further information. Your text will then be pasted into the bulletin as it is. We do not use pictures, logos, or colour and we do not send any attachments out with the bulletin. We don’t unfortunately have time to compose text for you from your leaflets, etc. Your information is inserted into the Bulletin without charge unless it is commercial advertising. 
 
Commercial space
There is a charge for this. Please visit www.icwhatsnew.com 

or e-mail: peter.limbrick@icwhatsnew.com for details. 
 
Our electronic address list
Please let me know when you want to add, remove or alter a name on the list. 
This can be done by e-mail, telephone, fax or post.
 
Peter Limbrick, Interconnections, Parks Farm, Clifford, Herefordshire, HR3 5HH.
Tel/fax: 01497 831550   E-mail: p.limbrick@virgin.net
 
Please forward this bulletin into your networks and to interested colleagues

2       Interconnections Electronic Bulletin Website
 

Visited by over 10,000 people per month!

The icwhatsnew.com website is part of the Interconnections Information Service and has averaged more than 10,500 visitors per month over the last six months. 

Past issues of this Electronic Bulletin can be found on the website (www.icwhatsnew.com)  The website also holds other information about the work of Interconnections
 
This website is created and managed by e-Splash Design. Visit website: www.e-splashdesign.com
 
Please forward icwhatsnew.com to your networks and to interested colleagues
 
listings are not validated. we advise you to research before sending off any material or money and before giving information to any organisation

3       Put your information into next month’s edition of this Bulletin
 

Use the Interconnections Electronic Bulletin - 
 
-          to tell readers about your conference, training, or seminar
-          to publish an article or a feature
-          to disseminate your research findings
-          to get answers from readers to your questions
-          to voice an opinion
-          to advertise a vacancy
-          to tell readers about your website or newsletter
-          for your press release
 
Deadline: The 25th of each month.  
 
Contact Peter Limbrick

E-mail: peter.limbrick@icwhatsnew.com 

4       Events Listing
 
This is a free listing for your event. Please send information to p.limbrick@virgin.net
If you want to include more information to advertise your event in its own section – 
 
       You can have up to 400 words free space if your event charges less than £80 per person.  
       If your event charges £80 or more, you will be charged £40 + vat for up to 400 words.  
       Please send your information electronically in MS Word without logos, colour, boxes, etc. 

 
(More information on the brightly coloured events can be found at www.icwhatsnew.com)

(More information on the brightly coloured events can be found at www.icwhatsnew.com)
	1/10/07
	Epilepsy in Paediatrics: A closer look. Chorley, Lancs.
pacderian@yahoo.co.uk
	



	2/10/07
	‘Recruiting Carers’ - Bev McDowell. Llandrindod Wells .
Lynette.Preston@sharedcarenetwork.org.uk. 
	



	3/10/07
	Implementing the New Numeracy Framework for Pupils with Severe or Complex Learning Difficulties. Sunfield, Nr. Stourbridge. 
RoseW@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk
	 

	3/10/07
	Working with children at secondary level for LSAs. Nottingham . 
sam@earfoundation.org.uk
	 

	4/10/07
	Introduction to the Mental Capacity Act. Teddington (Greater London) 
lesley.alabaf@downs-syndrome.org.uk 
	 

	4/10/07
	TA’s Awareness Day – Challenging Behaviour. Sunfield, Nr. Stourbridge. 
RoseW@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk
	 

	4/10/07
	Social, Emotional and Behavioural Development course. London . 
workforcedevelopment@ican.org.uk
	 

	4/10/07
	Every Disabled Child Matters campaign workshops for parents. Durham. 
liz.ranger@cafamily.org.uk
	



	4/10/07
	More Music Time. Nottingham . 
sam@earfoundation.org.uk
	 

	4/10/07z
	FOETAL ALCOHOL SPECTRUM DISORDER - The Untold Alcohol Story. London .
nofas-uk@midlantic.co.uk
	 

	8/10/07
	Working with Austistic Spectrum Disorders in Schools course. London . 
workforcedevelopment@ican.org.uk
	 

	8/10/07
	Cochlear implantation and ethnic minority families. Nottingham . 
sam@earfoundation.org.uk
	 

	9/10/07
	Every Disabled Child Matters campaign workshops for parents. Leicester. 
liz.ranger@cafamily.org.uk
	



	9/10/07
	Early Childhood Intervention - issues, progress and practice. London.
p.limbrick@virgin.net
	



	9/10/07
	Safeguarding Children: The role of LSCBs. London.
info@pavpub.com
	



	10/10/07
	Children and cochlear implants: the pre-school years. Nottingham . 
sam@earfoundation.org.uk
	 

	10/10/07
	Disabled Living Foundation course: Paediatric Moving and Handling. London 
training@dlf.org.uk 
	



	10/10/07
	‘Risk Assessment in Disabled Children’s Services’ -  Jan Morrison . Mid Wales.
Lynette.Preston@sharedcarenetwork.org.uk. 
	



	11/10/07
	Every Disabled Child Matters campaign workshops for parents. Exeter. 
liz.ranger@cafamily.org.uk
	



	12/10/07
	Including Students with Down's Syndrome in Mainstream Primary Schools. Birmingham.
lesley.alabaf@downs-syndrome.org.uk
	 

	13/10/07
	Conference - A toolkit for Autism. Birmingham . Two days.
info@concept-training.co.uk
	 

	15/10/07
	Every Disabled Child Matters campaign workshops for parents. London. 
liz.ranger@cafamily.org.uk
	



	15/10/07
	Sxxuality education for children with multi-sensory impairments. Birmingham . 
RNIBWestmidlands@rnib.org.uk
	 

	15/10/07
	Widgit Symbols for communication Incorporating Writing With Symbols & Communicate in Print2. Sunfield, Nr. Stourbridge. 
RoseW@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk
	 

	15/10/07
	Deaf Children with Autistic Spectrum Disorder. Nottingham . 
sam@earfoundation.org.uk
	 

	16/10/07
	Conference: How relevant are NICE guidelines to your clinical practice? London. 
paediatrics@rsm.ac.uk
	 

	16/10/07
	ACE: Assessment of Comprehension and Expression. Nottingham . 
sam@earfoundation.org.uk
	 

	17/10/07
	MARJORIE SHERMAN MEMORIAL LECTURE BY PROF DR THOMAS LENARZ "Cochlear preservation surgery – on the way towards the regenerated inner ear". Nottingham . 
sam@earfoundation.org.uk
	



	18/10/07
	Every Disabled Child Matters campaign workshops for parents. Birmingham. 
liz.ranger@cafamily.org.uk
	



	18/10/07
	Cochlear Implants 2007: The State of the Art CONFERENCE. Nottingham . 
sam@earfoundation.org.uk
	 

	18/10/07
	New Dimensions in Special Needs - Barry Carpenter, Patricia Champion & Susan Fleisher. Sunfield, Nr. Stourbridge. 
RoseW@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk
	



	19/10/07
	NASEN autumn conference: Special Schools Matter. Islington . 
welcome@nasen.org.uk 
	



	23/10/07
	CEREBRA CONFERENCE: Legal/police issues affecting children/young people with neurological conditions. Swansea. 
gaynore@cerebra.org.uk
	



	24/10/07
	Keeping safe and speaking out – advocacy for disabled young people. 
Bristol. 
vwright@ncb.org.uk 
	 

	31/10/07
	Sxxuality and Relationships Education. Hull . 
lesley.alabaf@downs-syndrome.org.uk 
	 

	31/10/07
	Learning Disability Today Exhibition. London. 
exhibitions@pavpub.com
	 

	01/11/07
	Sherborne Developmental Movement – Level 2. Nr. Stourbridge, West Midlands. 
pdc@sunfield.org.uk
	 

	01/11/07
	Conference: Having a life. Maidstone. Two days. 
info@skillnetgroup.co.uk
	 

	02/11/07
	Sherborne @ Sunfield an adpated developmental movement programme for children with ASD. Nr. Stourbridge, West Midlands. 
pdc@sunfield.org.uk
	 

	6/11/07
	Interconnections Seminar: Team Around the Child (TAC) for vulnerable and at risk children and young people. London. 
p.limbrick@virgin.net
	



	6/11/07
	Every Disabled Child Matters campaign workshops for parents. Oxfordshire. 
liz.ranger@cafamily.org.uk
	



	6/11/07
	Keeping Disabled Children Safe. Sheffield . 
training@ncb.org.uk 
	



	6/11/07
	Babies and Toddlers with Cochlear Implants. Nottingham . 
sam@earfoundation.org.uk
	 

	6/11/07
	Working with Families of Children with SEN. Nr. Stourbridge, West Midlands. 
pdc@sunfield.org.uk
	 

	7/11/07
	Basic Food Hygiene - On line course. Nr. Stourbridge, West Midlands. 
pdc@sunfield.org.uk
	 

	7/11/07
	CEREBRA CONFERENCE: Supporting children/young people with neurological conditions. Birmingham . 
gaynore@cerebra.org.uk
	



	7/11/07
	Developing Language through the primary years. Nottingham . 
sam@earfoundation.org.uk
	 

	8/11/07
	Every Disabled Child Matters campaign workshops for parents. Liverpool. 
liz.ranger@cafamily.org.uk
	



	8/11/07
	Chiari and Tethered Cord: a talk by neurosurgeon Neil Buxton for parents, professionals and adults affected. Liverpool . 
nro@asbah.org 
	 

	8/11/07
	Intensive Interaction . Nr. Stourbridge, West Midlands. 
pdc@sunfield.org.uk
	 

	8/11/07
	Behaviour management for LSAs. Nottingham . 
sam@earfoundation.org.uk
	 

	9/11/07
	Conference: Early Intervention: Children at Risk.
Shrewsbury. 
nick.middleton@shropshire-cc.gov.uk
	



	9/11/07
	Helping Children Develop through Language course. London . 
workforcedevelopment@ican.org.uk
	 

	9/11/07
	Bilateral implantation – current issues. Nottingham . 
sam@earfoundation.org.uk
	 

	9/11/07
	Including Students with Down's Syndrome in Mainstream Secondary Schools.
Teddington (Greater London). 
lesley.alabaf@downs-syndrome.org.uk
	 

	10/11/07
	Conference: Down’s Syndrome Derby. Derby. 
Claire.adlington@downs-syndrome-derby.org
	



	10/11/07
	Pre-implant information day. Nottingham. 
sam@earfoundation.org.uk
	 

	12/11/07
	Education after acquired brain injury: The way forward. trust-ed Inaugural Conference. Nottingham. 
Julie.scheller@freethcartwright.co.uk 
	



	12/11/07
	Hanen It Takes Two to Talk. Nottingham . Three days.
sam@earfoundation.org.uk
	 

	13/11/07
	CCNUK annual conference: Improving outcomes for disabled children and young people through integrated working: the role of the key worker. Manchester . 
info@ccnuk.org.uk 
	 

	14/11/07
	Intensive Interaction . Nr. Stourbridge, West Midlands. 
pdc@sunfield.org.uk
	 

	14/11/07
	Enhancing Expression – Sxxual Health training Course (2 days). London. 
helens@fpa.org.uk
	 

	14/11/07
	Handsel Trust Conference: Sleep? What’s that? London. 
p.limbrick@virgin.net
	



	14/11/07
	Sibs training for new sibling group leaders. Newcastle. 
chris@sibs.org.uk
	



	15/11/07
	Every Disabled Child Matters campaign workshops for parents. Sheffield. 
liz.ranger@cafamily.org.uk
	



	15/11/07
	Conference in Ireland: Baby in mind. Cork. 
ainslee.lloyd@mailp.hse.ie
	



	15/11/07
	Troubleshooting Cochlear Implants. Nottingham . 
sam@earfoundation.org.uk
	 

	15/11/07
	RSM Conference: Vulnerable young people. Leeds. 
saheeda.rahman@rsm.ac.uk
	



	15/11/07
	KIDZ UP NORTH Exhibition. Bolton . 
info@disabledliving.co.uk
	



	15/11/07
	Conference in Melbourne: Honoring the Child, Honoring Equity 7
Transforming connections: local and global possibilities. Melbourne, Australia
http://www.geocities.com/glendamacnaughton/conf2007/index 
	



	19/11/07
	Conference on self-directed support - My Life: My Way. Manchester. 
conference@macintyrecharity.org 
	



	19/11/07
	Individual Budgets Conference. Manchester. 
conference@macintyrecharity.org 
	 

	20/11/07
	Ann Craft Trust Conference: Is it abuse or just poor practice? Nottingham. 
Charlie.Heywood@nottingham.ac.uk 
	 

	20/11/07
	Visual Impairment & ASD. Nr. Stourbridge, West Midlands. 
pdc@sunfield.org.uk
	 

	20/11/07
	ARC NATIONAL CONFERENCE. Bournemouth. Three days.
pam.smith@arcuk.org.uk
	 

	21/11/07
	Every Disabled Child Matters campaign workshops for parents. London. 
liz.ranger@cafamily.org.uk
	



	21/11/07
	Making Geography meaningful for pupils with sight loss in key stages
3-4. Birmingham. 
RNIBWestmidlands@rnib.org.uk 
	 

	22/11/07
	Disabled Living Foundation course: Advanced Paediatric Moving and Handling. London. 
training@dlf.org.uk 
	



	22/11/07
	Practical Implementation of Safer Recruitment Measures. Central London. 
david.moffat2@capita.co.uk or 0207 808 5293
	 

	22/11/07
	Speech and Language Development for the Early Years (0-4 years). Liverpool. 
lesley.alabaf@downs-syndrome.org.uk
	 

	23/11/07
	Upward Spirals in Language Development in the Early Years course. London . 
workforcedevelopment@ican.org.uk
	 

	23/11/07
	Capita's 5th National Safeguarding Children Conference: with Sir Michael Bichard, and Sir Roger Singleton. London . 
david.moffat2@capita.co.uk or 0207 808 5293
	 

	23/11/07
	Speech and Language Development for School Age Children. Liverpool. 
lesley.alabaf@downs-syndrome.org.uk
	 

	26/11/07
	Hanen Learning Language and Loving It. Nottingham. Three days.
sam@earfoundation.org.uk
	 

	26/11/07
	SNIP Key Worker Training – ‘Training for Trainers’. Edinburgh. 
snip@btinternet.com
	



	27/11/07
	Conference: Future Policy and Action. Manchester. 
georgina.breen@unitedresponse.org.uk
	 

	27/11/07
	Sibs training for new sibling group leaders. Birmingham. 
chris@sibs.org.uk
	



	28/11/07
	Involving Disabled Children in Planning and Reviews. London. 
training@ncb.org.uk 
	



	29/11/07
	Conference: ‘SHOWING OFF OUR BITS’. Wrexham. 
penny.tomlinson@flintshire.gov.uk
	



	29/11/07
	Reading difficulties in braille readers. Birmingham . 
RNIBWestmidlands@rnib.org.uk 
	 

	30/11/07
	Special educational needs & disability tribunal (SENDIST). Manchester. 
training@ace-ed.org.uk
	 

	30/11/07
	Dyspraxia: Fundamentals and Practice course. London . 
workforcedevelopment@ican.org.uk
	 

	30/11/07
	NEAP: Nottingham Early Assessment Package. Nottingham . 
sam@earfoundation.org.uk
	 

	4/12/07
	Social, Emotional and Behavioural Development course. London . 
workforcedevelopment@ican.org.uk
	 

	4/12/07
	Working with teenagers with cochlear implants. Nottingham . 
sam@earfoundation.org.uk
	 

	5/12/07
	Behaviour Management: Teens. Nottingham . 
sam@earfoundation.org.uk
	 

	6/12/07
	Making multi agency work happen. Nottingham . 
sam@earfoundation.org.uk
	 

	06/12/07
	Conference: Justice for All? people with intellectual disabilities’. London. 
intellectual.disability@rsm.ac.uk 
	 

	11/12/07
	Hanen: More Than words workshop. London . 
workforcedevelopment@ican.org.uk
	 

	11/12/07
	STEPS. Nottingham .
sam@earfoundation.org.uk
	 

	12/12/07
	Small Talk. Nottingham.
sam@earfoundation.org.uk
	 

	14/12/07
	ASSE: Auditory Speech Sound Assessment package. Nottingham.
sam@earfoundation.org.uk
	 

	17/1/08
	Conference: Moving & Handling People. London. 
mhp@dlf.org.uk
	 

	31/1/08
	Psycholinguistics - Single Word Processing in children course. London. 
workforcedevelopment@ican.org.uk
	 

	07/2/08
	Keeping Disabled Children Safe. York. 
training@ncb.org.uk 
	



	07/2/08
	XVIth Biennial International Conference on Infant Studies (ICIS). Vancouver, B.C., Canada. 
iciscoord@psych.ubc.ca 
	



	08/2/08
	Conference: Do you see what I mean? Developing communication in children and young people with poor sight. London. 
RNIBLondonandSouthEast@rnib.org.uk
	




 5   
UK Conference: early childhood intervention & early support: issues, progress and practice. Last minute places available
 
INTERCONNECTIONS ONE-DAY CONFERENCE 
‘early childhood intervention & early support: issues, progress and practice’
Tuesday 9th October 2007 – 9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.
Friends Meeting House, Euston Road, London, NW1 2BJ
 
This major UK conference is inspired by The European Early Childhood Intervention Conference which took place in Birmingham in November 2005

	PROGRAMME

	8.45
	Reception and Refreshments

	9.30
	Welcome to the Conference by Lesley Campbell - Chair for the morning.

Lesley is National Children’s Officer at Mencap. 

	9.40
	Keynote Presentation

Professor Barry Carpenter OBE, Chief Executive, Sunfield. Professor – Early Childhood Intervention, <<University> of <Worcester>>. 

Early Childhood Intervention  in the <<UK>>: Changing Children – Changing Services?

	10.30
	Christine Lenehan, Director, Council for Disabled Children 

Political perspectives (Working title)

	11.10
	Break

	11.50
	Dr. Kim Bevan, DCSF (as was-DfES) Early Support Training Consultant. 

Workforce development: partnership approaches to working with families

	12. 30
	Jane Ryder-Richardson, Manager for Individual Needs Support Services, Cornwall and 

Peter Limbrick, Independent Consultant and Author
Team Around the Child for babies and pre-school children: An introduction to the philosophy and practice of collaborative teamwork (This will refer to Jane’s work on TAC in her previous post in Essex.)

	1.10
	Lunch

	2.00
	Dr. Patricia Champion MBE, PhD, Clinical Director Emeritus The Champion Centre and Senior Fellow, Dept.s Health Sciences & Psychology, University of Canterbury, NZ.

Premature birth: who are these infants and what do we need to know of their developmental journey? Preliminary findings from a longitudinal study of a large New Zealand cohort

	2.40
	Peter Limbrick will report briefly on how Team Around the Child (TAC) has been adopted and further developed in Australia with reference to an Australian publication Team Around the Child: Working together in early childhood intervention, Kurrajong Waratah 2007, edited by Sue Davies, Manager, Kurrajong Early Intervention Service. 


	2.50
	Jan Hutchinson, Head of Coventry Autism Support Service will present Coventry’s work on early intervention in autism.



	3.10
	Short break

	3.25
	Susan Fleisher, Executive Director, NOFAS-UK:

An introduction to early intervention with children with Foetal Alcohol Syndrome.



	3.50
	Wendy Bowler, Family Support worker, Fragile X Society, will speak on:

Early intervention and support for children with Fragile X Syndrome and their families.



	4.10
	Carmel Bartley, Family Support Manager, BLISS (the premature baby charity). 

Title to be announced.

	4.30
	Conference ends

	While it is our intention to present the programme as advertised, we reserve the right to make necessary alterations


 
 
Costs (to include lunch) – with reductions for group bookings: (VAT is charged on all bookings at 17.5%)
 
	Number in Group
	Delegate Price
	Group Price
	Number in Group
	Delegate Price
	Group Price

	1
	£110
	£110 + VAT
	5
	70
	350 +VAT

	2
	100
	200 +VAT
	6
	60
	360 +VAT

	3
	90
	270 +VAT
	7 - 19
	60
	n x 60 +VAT

	4
	80
	320 +VAT
	20 or more
	45
	n x 45 + VAT

	Please note: For these economy rates, group bookings must come as a single booking, i.e. on a single booking form and requiring only one single invoice to cover all the delegates in the group.



 
 
Booking forms are available electronically or in hard copy from:
Peter Limbrick, Interconnections, Parks Farm, Clifford, HR3 5HH
Tel/fax: 01497 831550
E-mail: p.limbrick@virgin.net
www.icwhatsnew.com

6 
Seminar: Team Around the Child (TAC) for vulnerable and at risk children and young people

Interconnections Seminar:

Team Around the Child (TAC) for vulnerable children - including children who have disabilities / special needs and children who are at risk

Tuesday 6th November, 2007 – 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.

Friends Meeting House, Euston Road, London, NW1 2BJ

(Directly opposite Euston Station)

A growing number of children have conditions or situations that require many professionals from various agencies to work together in pursuit of effective support for the child and the family. Since the publication of The Team Around the Child: Multi-agency service co-ordination for children with complex needs and their families (Interconnections, 2001), TAC has become established as a system to promote effective joint-working in the most complex situations. This seminar will be of interest to managers and practitioners in the UK and Ireland who are seeking to improve their local multi-agency support for vulnerable babies, children and young people. 

	PROGRAMME

	9.15
	Reception & Refreshments

	10.00
	Welcome and introduction to the Seminar by Peter Limbrick, Chair for the day. 

Peter is an independent consultant in the UK and Ireland and is author of Team Around the Child manual mentioned above.

	10.10
	Presentation by Peter Limbrick:  

‘The TAC philosophy for delivering coherent multi-agency support to children and families in complex situations’

	11.00
	Break

	11.40
	Presentation by Linda Fisher, Sure Start Manager (Disability and SEN), Children, Schools and Families, Hertfordshire County Council: 

‘Embedding the TAC approach into the developing Children Centre agenda for young children with disabilities.’

	12.30
	Plenary discussion

	12.45
	Lunch

	1.35
	Presentation by Laura Johnston, Head of Service Development, Shropshire County Council and Claire Jackson, ISA Co-ordinator, Shropshire County Council: 

‘What really matters in integrated working – The TAC model in Shropshire with children and young people who are vulnerable / at risk.’

	2.25
	Comfort break (drinks available)

	2.40
	Presentation by Laura Johnston and Claire Jackson: 

‘What really matters in integrated working – independent evaluation report that includes the views of young people, their families and their practitioners.’

	3.30
	Plenary discussion

	3.45
	Seminar ends. The room will remain open for informal discussions.


It is our intention to present the programme as advertised but we retain the right to make any necessary alterations

Costs to include lunch with reductions for group bookings:

	Number in Group
	Delegate Price
	Group Price
	Number in Group
	Delegate Price
	Group Price

	1
	£160
	£160 + VAT
	4
	115
	460 +VAT

	2
	145
	290 +VAT
	5 or more
	115
	n x 115 +VAT

	3
	130
	390 +VAT
	VAT is charged on all bookings at 17.5%

	Please note: For these economy rates, group bookings must come as a single booking, i.e. on a single booking form and requiring only one single invoice to cover all the delegates in the group.



When bookings are confirmed delegates will be sent travel information, accommodation suggestions and relevant material to download as preparatory reading.

Booking forms are available from Interconnections, e-mail: p.limbrick@virgin.net
Tel/fax: 01497 831550. Parks farm, Clifford, HR3 5HH.

Bookings can also be made by visiting Interconnections website: www.icwhatsnew.com
Bookings are welcomed from all parts of the UK and Ireland - and other countries

7
Education after acquired brain injury: The way forward

trust-ed Inaugural Conference
Monday 12 November 2007

9.15 am—5 pm

The East Midlands Conference Centre

Nottingham

6 CPD hours available

(Law Society and Bar Council)

Following an acquired brain injury, children have unique special needs and require these to be addressed on an ongoing basis.  This groundbreaking conference investigates the concept of utilising education as rehabilitation.  It will explore the evidence base for this inter-disciplinary model of provision, with the child and family being central to its success.

It is designed for anyone with an interest or involvement with young people with acquired brain injury.

SEMINAR PROGRAMME & SPEAKERS

We are delighted to welcome leading practitioners in the field from the UK and USA to speak at this one-day conference

	Conference Chair: Dr Jonathan Punt        Introduction

Barrister, No.5 Chambers, Birmingham, Bristol and            Summing Up

London (formerly Consultant / Senior Lecturer in                Closing Comments
Paediatric Neurosurgery, University of Nottingham)

Laura Bailey, BA                                         When the world stops, what next?
Speaking from personal experience

Dr Judith Middleton                                    Matching provision to need
Consultant Clinical, Paediatric Neuropsychologist, Oxford

Professor Roberta DePompei, PhD           Cognitive communicative challenges and 
Professor and Director of School of Speech-                       learning after ABI

Language Pathology and Audiology, University                  Working with families after ABI (joint with 
of Akron, Ohio, USA                                                             Dr Savage)
Dr Ron Savage                                             Inter-disciplinary assessment and 
Executive Vice President, North American Brain                 educational planning

Injury Society                                                                        Working with families after ABI (joint 
                                                                                 with Prof. DePompei
Dr Nick Armstrong                                       Statutory Education provision often 
Barrister specialising in education law, Matrix                      fails young people with acquired brain 

Chambers, London                                                                 injury


COST: 

10% discount if booked before 31 August 2007

	Standard:
	£175.00*

	Public/Voluntary Sector:
	£140.00*

	Families:
	£ 45.00**


* Please deduct 10% if booking a standard or public/voluntary sector place before 31 August 2007 as you benefit from our ‘early bird’ discount

** limited places available

For more information on the conference and to book your place contact Julie Scheller by email:  Julie.scheller@freethcartwright.co.uk or by phone:  0115 935 1879

To discuss sponsorship opportunities please contact Fiona Pritchard by email:  fiona.Pritchard@freethcartwright.co.uk or by phone on 0115 936 9415 or Kate Rudd by email:  kate.rudd@freethcartwright.co.uk or by phone on 0845 634 2535.

For more information about trust-ed, including how to become a member, please visit our website www.trust-ed.org or contact trust-ed@ntlworld.com 
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Handsel Trust Conference: Sleep? What’s that?

Wednesday 14th November 2007

Friends House, Euston Road, London, NW1 2BJ (Directly opposite Euston Station).

This major national event is part of the Handsel Trust’s Sleep Initiative and is the second in a series of conferences designed to raise awareness amongst professionals about sleep issues in families who are caring for a child, young person or adult who has disabilities / special needs. 

Parents and family members are, of course, very welcome to attend to learn about the wider issues and to contribute to discussions, but the day is not intended to answer questions about any family’s particular sleep issues.

	PROGRAMME

	9.15
	Reception & Refreshments

	9.45
	Introduction by Peter Limbrick, Chair of the Handsel Trust and Chair for the day

	10.00
	Dr. Luci Wiggs, Department of Psychology, Oxford Brookes University, co-author of Sleep Disturbance in Children and Adolescents with Disorders of Development, By: Gregory Stores and Luci Wiggs. 
Working title: Sleep Disturbance in Children and Adolescents with Disorders of Development.

	10.40
	The Handsel Trust Sleep Initiative: The sleep study, the voice of parents, the developing pathway, our forthcoming publication.

	11.20
	Break

	12.00
	Dr. Cathy Hill & Angela Green, Southampton Children’s Sleep Disorder Service.
Southampton Children’s Sleep Disorder Service - addressing the needs of children who have special needs.

	1.00
	Lunch

	
	Lunch is followed by short introductory presentations on sleep-related topics to include:

	1.50
	1. Scope’s Strengthening Families Project

2. Mencap’s Breaking Point Campaign

	2.30
	Group discussions

To focus on Level I of the Handsel Trust sleep pathway – prevention and basic help.

	3.30
	Plenary feedback

	4.00
	End


Costs: 
      

A single place for a paid worker - £160

A paired-place for a worker & family member - £210

[The paired-place facility enables a member of a user family to attend with funding from their council or health authority. Please make use of it if you can.]

To book online go to www.handseltrust.org
For further information and to request a booking form please e-mail: p.limbrick@virgin.net
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RSM Conference: Vulnerable young people
A one-day conference organised by The Royal Society of Medicine: 

Northern and Yorkshire Region 

Thursday 15 November 2007

Thackray Medical Museum 

Beckett Street

Leeds

LS9 7LN

Aims and Objectives:

This one day conference will update and inform health professionals, involved in the commissioning and provision of care to adolescents, on a wide range of health issues affective adolescents. It is aimed at Pediatricians, GP’s, all branches of nursing, Sexual Health Professionals, Child and Adolescent Mental Health Professionals, Social Care Professionals Commissioners and Service Providers for adolescents

· Topics include:

· Managing chronic disease and diabetes in adolescents 

· Disability and adolescence 
· Adolescent mental health, drugs and alcohol

· The research evidence for transitions 

· STIs in adolescents 

· Consent and confidentiality 

· Services for vlunerable young people 

· Teenage pregnancy 

· Contraception for vulnerable adolescents 

· Sexually aggressive adolescents 

· The health of looked after adolescents 

Speakers include:

· Dr Michael Waugh, Sub-Dean Northern Yorkshire Region, Royal Society of Medicine

· Dr Fiona Campbell, Consultant Pediatrician, St James’ University Hospital, Leeds 

· Dr Gillian Robinson, Consultant Community Pediatrician, St George’s Centre, Leeds 

· Dr Steve Aldridge, Consultant Child Psychologist, Leeds

· Dr Janet McDonough, Senior Lecturer in Paediatric and Adolescents Rheumatology, Institute of Child Health, Birmingham Children’s Hospital
· Dr Jan Clarke, Consultant Physician in GU Medicine, Leeds General Infirmary 
· Dr Karen Rogstad, Consultant Physician in GU Medicine, Royal Hallamshire Hospital, Sheffield 
· Ms Michala Little, Specialist Midwife, Teenage Pregnancy Unit, St James’ Hospital, Leeds and Ms Alison McIntyre, Team Leader, Teenage Pregnancy Service, St James’ Hospital, Leeds
· Dr Fiona Schneider, Consultant Gynaecologist and Clinical Lead for Contraceptive and Sexual Health Services, James Reed House, Leeds 
· Mr Alistair Lewsley, Youth Offending Services, Leeds
· Dr Alison Share, Consultant Community Paediatrician, St James’ Hospital, Leeds 
For more information or to book online 

please visit The Royal Society of Medicine > RSM events > Academic 

or contact Miss Saheeda Rahman on: 0207 290 3844 

or mail: saheeda.rahman@rsm.ac.uk
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Conference: Do you see what I mean? Developing communication in children and young people with poor sight

This exciting conference is being held on Friday 8 February 2008 at the Friends House, Euston Road, London, NW1 2BJ.

It will focus on the unique opportunities and challenges in developing communication in children who have little or no sight and complex needs.

The keynote speakers are –

· Dr Isabel Amaral, Co-ordinator of the Department of Speech and Language Therapy at the School of Health, Polytechnics Institute, Setúbal, Portugal

· Dr Juliet Goldbart, Reader in the Department of Psychology and Speech Pathology at Manchester Metropolitan University

· Dr Jean Ware, Director of Special Education, St Patrick’s College, Dublin who was the consultant for the Welsh ‘Routes for Learning’ project that developed assessment materials for learners with multiple needs

Delegates will have the opportunity to attend workshops on two of five topics led by specialists in this field:

· Profiling communication skills in children with visual impairment and complex needs

·  ‘On body’ signing and the importance of touch for children who have visual impairment and additional support needs

· Challenging behaviour in children and young people with complex needs and poor sight: What happens when communication breaks down

· Music gets us all going

· Making choices real

The price is £160 per person including lunch and refreshments.

For further information or to request an application form, contact:

Angela Cardoso

Courses Administrator

RNIB London and South East

105 Judd Street

London

WC1H 9NE

Telephone: 020 7391 2245

Fax: 020 7391 2195

Email: RNIBLondonandSouthEast@rnib.org.uk

Website: www.rnib.org.uk/childconferencefeb  

Conference:
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Conference: Early Intervention: Children at Risk

Beacon Peer Support

Friday 9th November 2007

Albrighton Hall Hotel and Spa, Shrewsbury, SY4 3AG

Shropshire County Council and City of York Council have recently been awarded a grant to continue the Beacon theme of ‘Early Intervention: Children at Risk’. This reflects the excellent partnership working between the Councils and their partner agencies, and will enable both to offer targeted and innovative support to other authorities that can benefit from this excellent record of partnership working. 

Both Shropshire County Council and City of York Council will build the capacity of authorities to engage children, young people and families more fully in service development. It will be through this engagement that these authorities will be able to improve and to develop the early intervention processes and to inform staff development and training strategies. 

On 9th November 2007, Shropshire County Council will be hosting a national conference at the Albrighton Hall Hotel in Shrewsbury. The day will show how Shropshire County Council engages children, young people and their families in service design and development, and also about integrated prevention services including:

· Shropshire Children's Trust

· Children's Centres

· Extended Services

· Early Years Services

· Health Services

· Children with Disabilities Services

· Multi-Agency Working

· The Team Around the Child Process/ ISA
The day will consist of short presentations, interactive workshops, fun activities and networking opportunities. Senior officers and Members will be available throughout the day, and will be supported by staff from Shropshire County Council

Guest speakers will include: 

· Stephen McCarroll from DCSF (Department for Children, Schools and Families) 

· Christine Smart from CAFCASS (Director for Children's Rights in England) 

· Carolyne Willow from CRAE (Children’s Rights Alliance for England) 

Cost: £85 plus VAT per delegate

Contact Nick Middleton on (01743) 254345

Email: nick.middleton@shropshire-cc.gov.uk

To download a full colour brochure and to learn more about integrated prevention services within Shropshire, please visit www.shropshire.gov.uk/isa.nsf
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CEREBRA CONFERENCE: Supporting children/young people with neurological conditions

- an overview of problems associated with and current research on Autism, Tourette's Syndrome, ADHD, Dyspraxia and other complex conditions - helping professionals to improve lives.

Wednesday, 7th November 2007

Staff House, Birmingham University, Edgbaston, Birmingham, B15 2TT

What is it about? CEREBRA – the charity for children/young people with brain-related conditions – is looking to bring together professionals interested in a variety of neurological conditions and how associated problems can best be addressed by professionals, in order to improve the lives of individuals and their families. The conference will enable professionals to share their current knowledge and also provide the opportunity to make contacts and network in an ideal conference environment.

Professionals  attending this event may claim up to 5 CPD points, in accordance with the current RCPCH (Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health) guidelines. 

Cost?  £50 (includes refreshments, lunch and materials)

Who’s it for? Medical doctors, clinicians, occupational therapists, health visitors, social workers, teachers, psychologists, psychiatrists, support workers, therapists, students and other professionals with an interest in the field.

Plan of the day

	09.00 - 09.30
	Reception (incl. Refreshments + Registration)

	
	MORNING SESSION

	09.30 - 09.45
	INTRODUCTION by CEREBRA

	09.45 - 10.30
	Lorraine MacAlister, Development Officer,from the HELP Programme, National Autistic Society  “Autism...from the family's perspective”

	10.30- 11.15
	Dr Hugh Richards, Consultant in Neuropsychiatry, Queen Elizabeth Psychiatric Hospital, Birmingham,  “Tourettes Syndrome, what is it and what can we usefully do?”

	11.15- 11.45
	REFRESHMENTS/NETWORKING

	11.45 - 12.30
	Tracy Brimage, Former Co-ordinator Dyspraxia Foundation  “Dyspraxia – how we can make a difference”

	12.30 - 13.15
	 Dr Gordon Bates, Consultant Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist,  Birmingham, “ ADHD: a fresh focus”.

	13.15 - 14.15
	LUNCH/NETWORKING

	
	AFTERNOON SESSION

	14.15 – 15.00
	Graham Rogers, Independent Consultant Educational and Child Psychologist, “Experiencing failure : Professional contributions to therapeutic failure? - A consideration in how professional practice prevents success and assists in the process of  early termination”.

	15.00-15.15
	REFRESHMENTS/NETWORKING

	15.15 – 16.00


	Peter Limbrick of the Handsel Trust, “The urgent need to radically re-shape pre-school provision to support babies and children who require multiple interventions”

	16.00 -16.45
	Kevin Crossland, Equinox Training Consultancy, “Training for families/professionals – what we do and how it can help you”

	16.45 – 17.00
	CONCLUSION by CEREBRA


For further information or to book a place, please telephone  Mrs Gaynor Ellis, CEREBRA Research, on 01267 244 226 or email; gaynore@cerebra.org.uk
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CEREBRA CONFERENCE: Legal/police issues affecting children/young people with neurological conditions 

Tuesday 23rd October 2007

The Roof-top Cafe, Grand Theatre, Singleton Street, Swansea SA1 3QJ

What is it about?  The conference will focus on the issues surrounding legal and police involvement with children/young people with neurological conditions, the problems encountered by families and how these can be addressed by professionals, in order to improve practice.

Cost?  The cost of attending the day is £50 for professionals, with a limited number of free places for students.
Professionals attending the conference can claim up to 5 CPD points in accordance with current R.C.P.C.H. guidelines

Who’s it for? People with a professional interest in legal and police issues affecting brain-injured children and young people and their families, for example: the legal profession, psychologists, psychiatrists, police officers, prison officers, probation officers, voluntary and support workers, agency/group workers, social services employees, (SEN) teachers, research assistants and students.

Organisers? CEREBRA – for children/young people with neurological conditions.
Plan for the day

	09.00 - 09.30
	Reception (incl. REFRESHMENTS) + Registration

	09.30 - 09.45
	INTRODUCTION by Cerebra

	09.45 - 10.30
	Dr. Ann Edworthy,  Chartered Psychologist and Associated Member of British Psychological Society,“Stress on parents of children with neurological conditions”

	10.30 - 11.15
	Dr Neil Rutterford, Chartered Psychologist, “Waking up ADD/ADHD brains”

	11.15 - 11.30
	REFRESHMENTS

	11.30 - 12.15
	Catherine Davies, Research Assistant, for Cerebra at Swansea Institute of Higher Education, “Experiences of parents whose children with neurological conditions have been arrested”.

	12.15 - 13.15
	Mr Mike Jenkins, Clinical Nurse Specialist, Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services, Birmingham and Ms Kim  Firkins, Senior Youth Offending Team Officer, Birmingham,  “Making sense of the youth offending process”,

	13.15 - 14.15
	LUNCH/NETWORKING

	14.15- 15.00
	 Simon Humphreys, Superintendent, North Wales Police and parent of a child with A.S.D., “Both sides of the thin, blue line – experiences of a Police Officer and a Parent”.

	15.00 - 15.15
	REFRESHMENTS/NETWORKING

	15.15 - 16.00
	Trisha Rodsett, SENCO at Lindsworth SEBD Secondary School, Birmingham, “Pitfalls and bear traps - or trying to get an education. A secondary special school experience”.

	16.00 - 16.45
	Paul Osborne, “Detention issues and people with special needs” (working title)

	16.45 – 17.30
	CONCLUSION by CEREBRA


For further information or to book a place, please telephone  Mrs Gaynor Ellis, CEREBRA Research, on 01267 244 226 or email; gaynore@cerebra.org.uk
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Conference in Ireland: Baby in mind

 

Infant Mental Health in Primary Care Teams, Early Intervention Teams, and Social Care Networks

 

This conference includes such key themes as social and emotional development in infancy, attachment and parent-child relationships, Infant Mental Health Models of assessment and intervention, prevention and reduction of risk in early years, and reflective practice and supervision.

 

Thursday, November 15, 2007. 8:30 am – 5:00 pm

Silver Springs Hotel

Cork

Ireland

Hosted by North Cork Infant Mental Health Partnership Working Group

 
For conference information, please email:

ainslee.lloyd@mailp.hse.ie
or telephone: 021-4923744/087 9799734
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Down’s Syndrome Derby Conference

Saturday 10th November 2007,   9.30am – 5pm.

The Derby Conference Centre, London Road Derby. DE24 8UX.

(Venue kindly sponsored by The Derby Conference Centre)

Speakers include:

Jill Davies, Research Programme Manager, Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities (UK). “Addressing the Emotional and Practical Support needs of families of Children and Young People with a Learning Disability”.

Kylie Jarvis, a public speaker who has Down’s Syndrome. Talking about her personal experiences of living with Down’s Syndrome.

Rosemary Guy, Patron of Down’s Syndrome erby. “Looking to the Future…”

Workshops:
· Lou Marsden. Senior Information Worker, Down’s Syndrome Scotland.

· Diet, weight and exercise. The session is intended to provide parents, carers and workers with the tools to aid information sharing with the Child/Young person to help them maintain good physical health.

· Julia Williamson. Speech and Language Therapist attached to the Leicester Down’s Syndrome Support Group.

· Communicating through the ages. The session will look at specific language problems faced by children/young people with Down’s Syndrome and the ways in which adults can assist by encouraging communication skills.

· Fiona Yaron–Field. Fiona works as a freelance photographer and art psychotherapist. Her work focuses on “the family”

· The Language of Imagining. Everyday language is not the language of the child, especially children with Down’s Syndrome. The language of the child is image, metaphor and story. The workshops will aim to show that the communication spoken in the realm of the imagination offers people a way to express, contain and reflect experience. The arts offer opportunities to rehearse new ways of dealing with feelings and situations. By passing cognitive thinking and entering into the image we are able to speak with depth, subtleties and complexities about felt life. Each workshop will be geared to the emotional developmental stage of the age group. Delegates will be asked to participate. I hope the session will give parents a creative resource for a richer communication with their children.

Childcare: It has been possible to organise child care places at the “Pride Park Day Nursery” which is approximately 500 meters from the conference venue on Royal Scot Road, Victoria Centre, Pride Park, Derby.

Contact: 

Claire Adlington

Telephone 01332 231974

E-mail      Claire.adlington@downs-syndrome-derby.org
Website    www.downs-syndrome-derby.org
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Lecture: Cochlear preservation surgery – on the way towards the regenerated inner ear
MARJORIE SHERMAN MEMORIAL LECTURE BY PROF DR THOMAS LENARZ 
"Cochlear preservation surgery – on the way towards the regenerated inner ear"
17th October 2007
The Ear Foundation

Nottingham
For those able to attend The Ear Foundation, there will be coffee/tea and biscuits from 5 pm, and the lecture will start at 5:30 pm promptly. And we guarantee that you will be away from here by 7 o'clock!
Please click on the following link to book your place online
http://www.earfoundation.org.uk/courses/?cat=3
 
Thanks to Phonak iLEARN, Prof Dr Lenarz's lecture will also be broadcast live as a webcast. To join the live webcast: click here - Please simply enter as a “Guest” and add your name. If you are living outside the British Isles, click on World Time Zone for conversion to your time zone, as the Lecture starts at 17:30 UK time. 
http://www.hearingseminars.com/e83702590/event/registration.html
and complete the brief Registration Form on-line.
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This Electronic Bulletin and icwhatsnew.com invite your information in articles, features and diaries

We invite articles from everyone in the field of childhood disability in the UK and other countries, whether practitioners, academics, disabled young people, family members, professional writers, journalists, campaigners or politicians. Articles will usually be between five hundred and three thousand words, written in an accessible form for a varied readership and without jargon. The subject mater can include –

· New ideas, theories and intervention models

· Examples of innovative joined-up working

· Messages from research, surveys and reports

· Accounts of what particular practitioners do. These should enhance understanding, appreciation and empathy in practitioners from other disciplines and in families. They can include case histories and can be a vehicle for resolving the most common misunderstandings and questions

· Diaries written periodically by disabled young people or family members

· Diaries written periodically by practitioners and managers in new posts

· Helpful hints for practitioners in particular situations supporting particular children and families

· Campaign information
· News of new publications
· Political comment

· Items which help us call keep a sense of humour

For more information please contact Peter Limbrick, e-mail: peter.limbrick@icwhatsnew.com 
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Can you share your experiences with a newly appointed Teacher / Key worker?

Vicki Hill writes -

“I'm a newly appointed teacher/key worker based in a child development centre.  This is a new post within the authority and I would like to chat to others who are carrying out a similar role.  My remit is to support families and to offer information regarding education as well as taking an active part in the assessment process.  I can be contacted by email at victoria.hill@rotherham.gov.uk ”
19
The Wi-Fi debate continues: Is it dangerous for our children? Germany says ‘yes’, Carmarthenshire is concerned, England remains complacent
Geoffrey Lean, Environment Editor, in the Independent on Sunday 16/9/07 -
“Europe’s top environmental watchdog is calling for immediate action to reduce exposure to radiation from Wi-Fi, mobile phones and their masts…The warning, from the EU’s European Environment Agency (EEA) follows an international scientific review which concluded that safety limits for the radiation are “thousands of times too lenient”, and an official report last week which concluded that it could not rule out the development of cancers from using mobile phones.”

Geoffrey Lean, Environment Editor, in the Independent on Sunday 23/9/07 – 

“Carmarthenshire County Council is drawing up a code of practice for using the technology that it plans to enforce on local schools and hopes will be adopted nationally. It says that the code is ‘absolutely necessary’ as the safety of children should be ‘paramount’… The German government now recommends that people should keep their exposure to radiation from Wi-Fi ‘as low as possible’ by choosing ‘conventional wired connections’, and send schools ‘instructional material’ on the issue. The technology is already banned in Frankfurt schools.”
Peter Limbrick says – 

There are still no such wise moves in England. The government is encouraging the use of Wi-Fi in schools as part of children’s right to education. The cautionary principle, which should be applied to this new technology (the effects of which have never been properly researched) is jettisoned. The government simply has no idea whether or not Wi-Fi is damaging children and teachers. In fact the situation is even worse. The Children’s Act has been engineered so that it cannot be used to protect children from the possible dangers of microwave radiation from masts near their homes and schools. Money talks.
Can the Children’s Commissioner help? No. In Professor Sir Al Aynsley-Green’s letter to me of 2/5/07 he says, ‘This is a very worrying and of course important issue that deserves much attention, but unfortunately it is not an area that we are currently able to examine.’ I wonder why not. Until we have irrefutable evidence that Wi-Fi technology is safe for children in the long term – and for the rest of us – we should throw it out of our schools, offices and homes.
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SNIP Key Worker Training – ‘Training for Trainers’ 

SNIP’s Key Worker Training course has now been delivered to over 1,500 professionals across the agencies of Health, Education, Social Work and the Voluntary sector, throughout the UK and the Isle of Man. 

We have developed the ‘Training for Trainers’ course to meet the following aims –

· To increase capacity for the wider delivery of Key Worker training

· To ensure that the training is delivered with full reference to and appreciation of the principles of Care Co-ordination and the core skills, values and attitudes

· To ensure that the Key Worker course addresses specific local needs

· To ensure that this training is delivered to a consistent standard

We are now taking bookings for the next ‘Training for Trainers’ course –

When: Monday 26 – Friday 30 November 2007

(The course runs for five days from 9.30am – 4.30pm)

Where: Update, Beaverhall Road, Edinburgh

Cost:  £1,500 per person (Includes trainer’s manual & materials, lunch and refreshments)

For more information and a booking form please contact:

Shirley Young, SNIP Training Service – 0131 332 8807

email: snip@btinternet.com
Information and a booking form are available on our website – www.snipinfo.org
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Health Visitors, Specialist Nurses and Community Nursery Nurses involved with children who have additional needs – this is for you
 
Re-launch of Special Interest Group

Lynne Watson, Clinical Nurse Specialist - Children's Continence/Specialist HV, Richmond and Twickenham PCT writes - 

“Dear Peter, thank you so much for your publication - I have to say that I hold it up as an example to all of how an e-mail bulletin could be! 
I, together with a group of colleagues used to meet regularly as part of our professional organisation, however over recent years our numbers have declined. The small group of us who met on the 14th September are wondering whether a 're-launch' would be a good idea. We would like to ask three questions of professionals working with children with additional needs and their families:-

 

1. Would you like a Special Interest Group - Children with Additional Needs

2. What would you contribute/bring to it?

3. What would you want from it?

 

Answers please to Lynne_watson@btinternet.com ”
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Research: How do brothers and sisters feel about growing up with a sibling with an Autism Spectrum Disorder? Families needed!
This research is being conducted by a research team led by Professor Richard Hastings at Bangor University in collaboration with the National Autistic Society and with funding from the European Social Fund
Families caring for a child with an Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) who is between 5 and 17 years of age, are invited to take part in this project. 

The overall aim is to improve our understanding of how families cope when they have a child with ASD, what influences families' adaptation and how these influences affect individual members of a family. As part of this we are especially interested in how brothers and sisters of a child with an ASD adapt. We know that while some siblings cope well, others may require additional support and we need to learn more about this to be able to develop potential practical outcomes?

We should like to hear from you if you are a main carer (not necessarily a blood relative) of a child with ASD who is aged between 5 and 17 years.  If they agree, it is also important for us to include in the research any other carer in the family and/or any brother or sister also aged between 5 and 17 years.  

Families who wish to take part in the research will be sent a questionnaire pack to fill in. In addition, a member of the research team will telephone them to talk about their child with ASD, and about the child’s brother or sister if there is one in the family.

If you are interested in this research, and would like to know more, please contact:  

Michael Petalas, Postgraduate Research Student, 

Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities Research Group, 

School of Psychology, Bangor University

Adeilad Brigantia, Penrallt Road, Bangor, Gwynedd, UK LL57 2AS

Tel: ++44 (0)1248 351151 extention: 8706

E-mail: psp202@bangor.ac.uk
23
Study: Antenatal screening and parental choice. Views of both parents and professionals sought

Pregnant women are now offered antenatal screening to try to detect health problems in the baby.    We are doing this study to find out more about the information needed by people who are offered a screening test during pregnancy to see if the baby has an abnormality. The results of the study will be used to help us plan how to give the best types of information for people making decisions about screening during pregnancy.  

We are interested in the views of both parents and professionals.  

If you are 18 years or over and you are currently pregnant or your partner is pregnant, we would value your help with this study.  

We also would like your help if you are a health professional involved in antenatal screening.  

You can access the questionnaire via our website. It will probably take you about 15 minutes to fill in the questionnaire.   

If you would like to help, go to the website www.research.plymouth.ac.uk/anspac to read more about the study and complete the questionnaire.

If want to ask a question about the study, or would like a paper version of the questionnaire posted to you, please contact the researchers by:

Telephone: (daytime) 01823 366911 

or email: anspac@plymouth.ac.uk 

Dr Heather Skirton (University of Plymouth) and Dr Owen Barr (University of Ulster)
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A National Survey Of Fathers Who Have a Child With A Learning Disability. 350 UK fathers needed to complete questionnaire!

The Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities is keen to hear about the experiences of fathers who have a child with a learning disability.
 
We are asking fathers to complete a questionnaire so that we can learn about the impact it has had on their lives, for example, their involvement in child care or changes they have made to their employment. The questionnaire can either be completed on-line or by requesting a printed copy.

 
Are you the father of a child aged 19 or under who has learning disabilities?  If so, please visit www.learningdisabilities.org.uk to find out more or to take part in the survey on-line.
 
Are you in touch with fathers through your work or support networks? If so, could you please tell them about this survey and see if they are interested in taking part. If they are could you please give them the above details of where to find the on-line survey or if they would like a paper copy please ask them to phone Justin at the Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities on 0207 8031144.
 
We would like to hear from at least 350 fathers from all parts of the UK. This survey is part of the Recognising Fathers project. This is a project being run by the Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities. We will use the information to think about how fathers and families could receive better support through changes in policy and practice. 
 
If you would like to speak to someone in person about the project contact:

Christine Towers on 020 7803 1158 

or email ctowers@fpld.org.uk 
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Book Review - New Horizons in Special Education: Evidence Based                                        Practice in Action

New Horizons In Special Education: Evidence Based Practice in Action

Carpenter, B and  Egerton J. (Eds.) (2007)
Sunfield Publications. Stourbridge.

Dr. Nanette Smith, Centre for Special and Inclusive Education, University of Worcester writes -

“In my opinion this really is a unique publication as it reflects the evidence based practitioner research of staff from a residential special school which had its own Research Institute. The uniqueness is embedded within a dynamic culture of enlightened vision, where staff are encouraged  to not only have a passion for changing pedagogy, but are also supported in making their findings public. This book demonstrates an advocacy for pupils and their families who need an alternative curriculum and care package. “New Horizons” really does offer an evidence-based, family centred way forward within the complex field of special education. The book is divided into six parts, each covering a different focus of research, so it can be ‘dipped into’ by interested practitioners/researchers.”

To read the rest of this review please visit: http://www.icwhatsnew.com/publications/publications.htm 
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Review of book Blue Sky July: “…not a book that I would recommend to parents of children with disabilities and special needs”
New Publication: Blue Sky July 

by Nia Wyn

Published by Seren in October 2007 in paperback original at £6.99. 

Review: “…not a book that I would recommend to parents of children with disabilities and special needs”
By Peter Limbrick

The Publishers, Seren, suggest that every parent should read this book. It is not a book that I would recommend to parents of children with disabilities and special needs and I would want to issue a very serious ‘health warning’ for those parents who do get hold of it. Nia Wyn’s story begins when her baby son Joe is diagnosed as blind with severe cerebral palsy and ends when, at seven years, he enters mainstream school as a seeing, walking and talking child. Disability is either ‘an overwhelming tragedy, a life to be lived in suffering and frustration, or – where nothing else can be blamed – it’s sinful’. There is much talk of miracles. Nia Wyn’s mission is to battle against impossible odds to heal him…This publication is a stark reminder (and therefore a useful book for professionals to read) that children like Joe are subject to two parallel early intervention approaches; the ‘statutory’ and the ‘others’ – in both of which there will be some things of value and some of no value. The trick is to know which is which…there will be some mothers of disabled children, teenagers and adults lying awake in the small hours feeling guilty and depressed because they did not work hard enough to help their child develop in the early years.

To read the full review go to http://www.icwhatsnew.com/publications/publications.htm 
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New manual: Using Drama with Children on the Autism Spectrum
Using Drama with Children on the Autism Spectrum 

By Carmel Conn 

This practical manual contains more than 150 activities for use with children aged 5-11 years old. It is written for mainstream and special needs teachers, speech & language therapists, drama teachers and drama therapists.
For further publication details, please click on the web link http://www.speechmark.net/speechmark/New_Titles/usingdrama.htm
Peter Limbrick writes – Please let me know if you would like to review this book for the Bulletin.

E-mail: peter.limbrick@icwhatsnew.com
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Journal: ‘Recent Advances in Conductive Education’ goes on line

Andrew Sutton writes -

I am writing to all those around the world whom I know to be concerned with Conductive Education, to let you know about a new development in CE publishing.
 

At the end of this new academic year Recent Advances in Conductive Education will be going on line. Its contents will then be open and available to all, free of charge. Most importantly, it will become a refereed journal, the first in the field, putting Conductive Education on equal footing with other professional practices and topics of academic study.

 

The new journal will be called RACE Online. Considerably more information is given on its website:

www.race-journal.org
 

It may seem a long time till the first issue (June 2008) but there is plenty to do in the meantime and a little help would be most welcome! We will of course be looking for people to write articles and would be very pleased to hear from you if you think that you would like to. 

 

Most people, I know, will probably not wish to become authors. There are, however, three practical things to do that would be very helpful.

 

1. Help to spread the word.  Do please inform others, conductors, colleagues (whatever their profession), service-users, researchers, friends and critics of CE, indeed anyone whom you think ought to be interested. Encourage people to look at the website and then themselves to use the ‘Tell a friend’ button that they will find there. The very existence of an academically refereed journal will lend credibility to the field.

2. Contribute your comments and suggestions during this time of preparation – and encourage others to do the same. You can use the ‘Write to the editors’ link on the website, or contact me direct.

3. Keep in touch with news of RACE Online. You will see on the website that there will be a free email news update. Please register for this and encourage others to do the same.

 

Similar invitations are being sent out to individuals and groups around the world that I know to have an interest in Conductive Education. If there are any individuals or institutions that you would like me to contact direct in this manner, then do please let me know.
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New SPRU Report: Priorities and Perceptions of Disabled Children and Young People and Their Parents Regarding Outcomes from Support Services
Rachel Pitman, SPRU Information Officer writes -

'Priorities and Perceptions of Disabled Children and Young People and Their Parents Regarding Outcomes from Support Services'

 

Using the framework of the 'Every Child Matters' five outcomes for children, SPRU explored which outcomes disabled children and their parents wish to achieve from service provision. The full research report is now available. The findings from this research were split into two, one summary describes the outcomes the disabled children desired and the other looks at the parents' desired outcomes.

Children

It was found that although disabled children aspired to the same sort of outcomes as non-disabled children, the level of achievement expected, the way they were prioritised and what the outcomes meant, differed significantly. Some outcomes, e.g. physical and emotional wellbeing, communication and safety, were seen as fundamental and needed to be addressed before the others. Sometimes the goal was not progress but maintenance of an existing situation. 

The conclusion of the research was that there is a need to widen the definitions of key concepts within the ECM framework to take into account the views and capabilities of disabled children.

Parents

The desired outcomes of parents focused on maintaining or enhancing their personal identity, their physical and emotional wellbeing and their skill and knowledge base. There was a need for a better balance between their caring and parenting roles. Family-level outcomes were also desired including maintaining family life and ensuring the positive adjustment of siblings. Parents also wanted to feel confident about the services they were using and to know that professionals were working in partnership with them.

The full research report and each of the Research Works summaries can be downloaded from:

http://www.york.ac.uk/inst/spru/pubs/cfreps.html
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New publication: Family-centred Support for Children with Disabilities and Special Needs
A collection of essays edited by Peter Limbrick with a foreword by Christine Lenehan.

Published by Interconnections in September 2007.

ISBN 0-9540976-3-7

£17.50

This text can be used as a training and professional development resource to help everyone look beyond the child to the family, to understand that the family has strengths and needs just as the child does, and to respect and nurture the family as the child’s first and persisting support system.

“This powerful collection of essays is a welcome and timely contribution to the lives of families of disabled children. They illustrate the overwhelming importance of the quality of emotional relationships between parents and professionals…”


Christine Lenehan, Director, Council for Disabled Children

The Essays
	Profesor Hilton Davis
	The Helping Relationship: Understanding Partnerships

	Jenni Thomas OBE 
	The Helping Relationship with Parents of Babies who have Limited or Uncertain Life Expectancy

	Shirley Young
	When Parents are in Denial 

	Helen Geldard
	What & Why: The Support Needs of Families with Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders

	Dr. Penny Lacey
	Multi-agency Work to Meet Complex Needs in Schools

	Peter Limbrick 
	Team Around the Child (TAC): The small collaborative team in early childhood intervention for children and families who require ongoing multiple interventions 

	Professor Barry Carpenter
	Early Childhood Intervention: Evolving Contexts of Need

	Carole Campbell
	Power and Participation for Parents

	Judith Edwards
	Family-Centred Support: Lessons from a Keyworker Service

	Dr. Lindsey Winterton
	Working with Katie: An exploration of the negotiated partnership developed between parent and professional to encourage Katie’s development


For further information and to order the book please visit http://www.icwhatsnew.com/publications/publications.htm 
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Shropshire County Council - Beacon Peer Support - Open Day

Early Intervention (Children at Risk)

Friday 9th November 2007     10.00 am- 4.00pm 

At Albrighton Hall Hotel and Spa, Shrewsbury

Shropshire County Council and City of York Council have recently been awarded a grant to continue the Beacon theme of ‘Early Intervention: Children at Risk’. This reflects the excellent partnership working between the Councils and their partner agencies, and will enable both to offer targeted and innovative support to other authorities who can benefit from this excellent record of partnership working. 

Both Shropshire County Council and City of York Council will build the capacity of authorities to engage children, young people and families more fully in service development. It will be through this engagement that these authorities will be able to improve and to develop the early intervention processes and to inform staff development and training strategies. 

Do you want to learn more about how Shropshire County Council is engaging children, young people and their families in service design and development, and also about integrated prevention services? 

Including:

· Shropshire Children’s Trust

· Children’s Centres

· Extended Services

· Early Years Services

· Health Services

· Children with Disabilities Services

· Multi-Agency working

· The Team Around the Child process/ ISA (Information Sharing and Assessment)

Do you want to learn about our partnership working?

Then why not come to our Beacon Peer Support Open Day? 

The day will consist of short presentations, interactive workshops and networking opportunities. The workshops will give support to delegates, transferring principles into practice and the opportunity to meet with children, young people and parents who have been an influential voice in shaping service design and development within Shropshire. 

Guest speakers will include –

· Carolyne Willow from CRAE (Children’s Rights Alliance for England) 

· Stephen McCarroll from DfCSF (Department for Children, Schools and Families). 

Delegate rate:   £85 Plus VAT

Please visit: www.shropshire.gov.uk/isa/nsf to download the Beacon Peer Support Open Day brochure 

Email: nick.middleton@shropshire-cc.gov.uk
Contact: (01743) 254345

Interconnections Electronic Bulletin. listings are not validated. we advise you to research before sending off any material or money and before giving information to any organisation.
 
Please forward this bulletin into your networks and to interested colleagues
 
Peter Limbrick
Interconnections
E-Mail: p.limbrick@virgin.net
Web: www.icwhatsnew.com
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