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National Multiagency Workshop on Managing Large Outbreaks of Gastrointestinal Disease in Prisons.
Learning from Experience to Prepare for the Future: 
August 16th 2010, Oxfordshire.
Background:

Prisons are settings where outbreaks of infectious diseases can have a significant impact. Large numbers of prisoners and staff can be infected resulting in not only illness but also serious operational challenges. If several prisons are affected at the same time, the operational problems increase significantly.

Over the course of winter 2009/10, there were outbreaks of Norovirus (‘winter vomiting bug’) in prisons in several regions simultaneously. The impact was exacerbated by staff illness, seasonal holiday period absences and adverse weather.

However, effective multiagency working ensured that these events were speedily resolved and operational impact was minimised. 

Learning from these events can be used to help us prepared for future threats. Offender Health, NOMS and the HPA have come together to offer this unique learning opportunity. 

Who should attend?

-Governing Governors;

-Healthcare Managers;

-Population Managers;

-Regional Offender Health Managers;

-Directors of Public Health;

-PCT Offender Health Leads;

-Strategic Health Authority Leads for Offender Health;

-Consultants in Communicable Disease Control/Consultants in Health Protection;

-HPU Unit & Regional Leads for Prison Health Protection;

-Consultants in Public Health;

-Infection Control Nurses/Directors of Infection Prevention & Control.

Learning Objectives:

· To develop effective multi-agency partnership work to identify & control large scale outbreaks of gastrointestinal disease complicated by other threats;

· To share learning from real events last Winter; 

· To develop effective multi-agency communication, intelligence sharing, and support networks;

· To understand roles & responsibilities of all partners;

· To test current tools for fitness for purpose.

Learning Activities:
· Participants will hear from a range of national experts on disease control in prisons;
· Participants will learn from the experiences of other delegates from a broad range of organisations;
· Participants will work through exercises based on real events to test current plans;
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Participants will contribute to the development of new tools & resources to improve responses to future events.
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We invite interested parties to apply for places at the workshop event by sending their name, organisation & job title, and e-mail contact details to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:Karen.Buffonge@dh.gsi.gov.uk" ��Karen.Buffonge@dh.gsi.gov.uk�. Closing date for receipt of applications for this free event in August 3rd. Successful applicants will be notified the following week. Event will be held at HPA CRCE, Chilton, Oxfordshire OX11 0RQ.
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